
HOME EDUCATION WITH CONFIDENCE 
21 November 2009 

 

Themes: 
“Which curriculum should I choose?”…“Are my children learning enough?”…“Am I doing it 

the right way?”…Will I cope? …“Is the State going to stop my home schooling?”…“What 
about exams?”…“What about qualifications?”…“Do I have to register with the education 

department?”…“Is home schooling legal?”…”What about Matric?”… 

 

Questions like these are answered and 
discussed! For peace of mind and 
encouragement  for the new year. 

Presenters: 

Leendert and Karin van Oostrum have practiced, studied, 
and advocated home education for seventeen years. 
They were instrumental in founding all the homeschooling 
associations and the Pestalozzi Trust, and Leendert wrote 
much of the law on home education (the good parts!)  

Over the past decade, Leendert and Karin have 
counselled thousands of families on home education. 
Their own children (11, 15 and 21) have never been to 
school.  

Leendert worked for thirty years with young people in 
academic and work settings, observing the effects of 
school education on their development. His research on 
home education was the first in this field to be awarded a 
postgraduate qualification (M.Ed cum laude) in South 
Africa. This thesis is cited by almost all subsequent local 
research on home education. 

Leendert has testified on the merits and practice of home 
education in the national and provincial parliaments as 
well as in several superior courts where home education 
was challenged.  

He has often appeared in national and international TV 
and radio programmes on home education and is 
regularly quoted in newspaper and magazine articles. He 
presented a weekly radio programme on education for 
several years. 

Karin homeschools all her children. She loves teaching 
her children and learning with them. She enjoys being a 
homemaker and mother. As Secretary of the Pestalozzi 
Trust, she is responsible for its general and financial 
administration. She worked as a linguist, university 
lecturer and youth worker before becoming a mother.  

Cornelia, their eldest daughter, is doing BMus, teaches 
the violin privately and at a boys’ private school, plays in 
orchestras and directs a budding ensemble for (mostly) 
home learners. Cornelia has done well in the matric ex-
ams. Uda and Katrina, their other daughters, learn, work and 

play as much as possible together with Leendert and Karin, 
and enjoy their lives immensely.  

Time and Venue: 09:30 for 10:00 — 17:00 (lunch break 
13:00 to 14:00) 

Hall of NG Church Rietfontein-Noord, c/o Louis Trichardt and 
24th Avenue, Rietfontein, Pretoria. 

Entrance fee: 

Members: R90 per couple for member families of the legal 
defence fund. (Please note: New members should already 
have applied for membership by 19/11/2009 in order to be 
able to attend the meeting as members.) 

Non-members: R390 per couple. (Families who join the 
Trust on this day will receive a free copy of a home schooling 
book.) 

Kids are welcome, but parents will be held responsible for 
their children’s behaviour. Grandparents are considered 
part of the family. Bring along a picnic lunch. Coffee and tea 
will be provided. 

Please book your place by 19/11/2009. 

NB: Only persons who have booked will be 
informed of programme changes or cancellations. 

To book: 

Deposit your fee with your name and the date of the meeting 
as reference. Fax proof of payment, together with your name, 
telephone number, and number of persons attending the 
work shop, as soon as possible to (011) 507 5997 or e-mail 
to karin@pestalozzi.org or admin@pestalozzi.org. Account: 
Pestalozzi Trust, ABSA, 4048112677, Branch code: 335545 
(Hatfield), cheque account.  

 
Note: Personal consultations also available (lower fees for 
members of the Pestalozzi Trust and for those who have 
attended our workshops during the past 2 years). 
 
Enquiries: karin@pestalozzi.org or (012) 330 1337. 
(Other seminars/workshops: Riversdal 19/9/2009; Bellville 

26/9/09; Durban 16/10/09 in English; Pretoria 28/11/09 in  
Afrikaans; Upington 15/12/2009) 
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